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The Editorial Commatiee do mot hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors, Contyibutors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returmed wn-
less stamps are sewt to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of .
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous month.

Department of Agricultdre—Kindly Demonstrate Please.

In our last issue we published a small note about preparing ghee
better. It wayam extraes from the ' Indian Farming ’® and it related
to the result of practical research. We know it is not erongh that
such publication takes place. With the amazing illiteracy amengst
our rural population, practical demonstration of these results of Re-
search becomes essential for its gpread amongst our populatiom.
We desire to draw the attention of our Agricultural Department to
this matter and request that steps be taken forthwith to ask its.
demonstraters not only to broadoast the news of this impraved
method but also to demonstrate the same to the ryoty in their respec.
tive areas. A gain of 8 per cent. in the output is not a small matter
for our ryot and the methad that bringait abaut deserves to be univer:
sall(y populariaed.

Readers—-l’lease Attend.

From time to time we hmve been publishing in these pagea very
important matters touchimg improvements in agriculturs, health,
industry etc. of our villages, not to speak of matters relating to
Panchsyasts which is our special concern. To make practical appli-
cation of matiers published to life in pur villages pessible it is
necessary that our readers should assist us by telling us and, through
us; their brother villagers all over Sauth India their own experien-
oes in thess matters. As an instance, we may cite oug small paza-
graph about improved ghee-making in the last issue. If friends
who try the method therein adumbrated send as the results of their
own .experiences in the - matter, that would be most helpful. We
therefore. request our readers to be alert and communicate to us
whatever they feel as important in their experience in regard to aM
the rural subjects. Actual experiences briefly put are more valia-
ble than long essays or dissertations. So, we hope our readers will
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take advantage of this offer we make to publish experiences é,nd
agsist us in serving their cause better.

Panchayats and Agricultural Plahning.

The United States of America has long been endeavouring ‘e
introduce planned agricultural economy. One of the items that -
that country has vigorously pursued is the combing out of unecono-
mic farms. With this as one of the objectives County Land use-
Planning Committees have been set up all over. Upto July 1940
forty six states had set up 1540 such Committees. Montana is one
of the Northern States bordering on “anada. It has suffered parti- .
cularly severely from soil erosion. An American Journal called
The ‘ New Republic ’ describes how in Tenton country of that state
20,000 acres of low-grade plough land has been returned to grass.
That the willing consent of the people concerned was there is un-
questionably true. Butthis movement was rendered easy by judi-
cious state action. One statutory authority agreed to charge a
lower rental for such acreage under its control if the tenant would
reseed it; another agreed to advance no loans to farmers who
wanted to cultivate their holdings instead of putting it to grass;
County officials undertook to discourage the farming of lowgrade
.land by increasing the tax on fthem; at the same time educational
propaganda was launched to induce farmers to put their land to
proper use.

_In addition to this type of action the County Land use Planning
Committee classifies the resources of the county, decides what
land is fully suitable for cultivation, what should be farmed only
with specified precautions, what should be used for grazing or
returned to forest. It determines the size and characteristics
of the minimum farm limit that will provide an adequate living,
adequate by local standards. It analyses problems of tenancy, of
transportation, of recreation. Planning Committees have organised
soil conservatibon, worked out marketting schemes, launched pro-
grammes for voluntary change in farming technique. The move.
ment has brought Government Agencies into contact with one
another and with the local knowledge and view point of farmers
and the farmers in turn are learning to understand the official mind.

We in this country have been familiar with a great deal of this
language of Agricultural Planning. However as the * Hindu”
which has, in one of its recent editorials drawn attention to this
subject, rightly observes the farmer is mostly out of it, though there
have been attempts made (1) through Co-operative channels in cer-
tain areas to interest the ryots in gome matters of planning as also



3

(2) through Agricultural Associations spasmodically formed asin

our province. With special reference to restrictions in regard to

money crops like cotton and groundnut and regulations that pertain

_ to them the primary producer has no place even in socalled consul-

tations, the, Millowners and exporters figuring as his revresenta.

tives in the eye of the Government. It ishigh time that our

country, more especially our Government, understood that a demo-

,oré.tic approach, as in America, is necessary in this matter if Agri-

cultural planning should be real. We do not need to go in search

of newformed institutions. As was pointed out in these pages in
an earlier issue the Village Panchayat is the one organisation that
can be the channel for this endeavour as for every other endeavour
for the good of our Agricultural populations. The Joint Committees

of Panchayats universally established will easily take the place of
the County Land use Planning Committees of America provided
that the departments of Government co-operate with one andther

_and co-operate with the Panchayats as the statutory bodies are
reported to have done in the state of Montana. We have so often

called for "this co-operation in our pages. We hope the powerful

advocacy of the “ Hindu” that our regenerated Village Panchayats

should attain to this status will have its influence in inducing our
.Government to frame such a new Act for the Panchayats as would

ensure it to them and help them to lay down the necessary planned

economy for the village founding it on the basis of the Co-operative

Socwty as its own ﬁnanclal oounterpart.

Health Leagues.

There is an officer in the Government of India known as- the
Public Health Commissioner. He issues an Annual Report on the
Health work-done on an All India scale. In the report for 1940 he
has recorded the work of Health Units. A summary of that record
we give elsewhere. One point in it deserves special notice. It
appears that in the United Provinces Health Leagues did very good
work. The entire population of the village constitutes the 'Lieague
membership A committee of (1) a Chairman (2) a Secretary and (3)
‘three or more members is formed. A member of The Health Unit staff
attends this Committee meeting monthly and gives technical advice.
A programme of work is drawn up for the year including eclean up
days by sweeping and removing cattle to the borders of the village,
vaccination against small-pox and other diseases, putting ventila-
tors and windows in homes, digging borehole sinking pits and bore-
hole latrines, collecting vital satistics eto. and item after item is
attended to in the order settled. The meeting of villagers is free to

.- make suggestions or discuss proposals.



It has te be noted that these Health Leagues worked in villages
that were grouped together under Health Units eonstituted in areas
with a population of 40,000 and asgisted by the Rockfeller founda-
tion. Health Leagues in villages as such are not under consider-
ation here. But it is possible to draw seme useful lesson from this
experience for our Panchayat villages. If and when our Govern-
ment sanctions the universal creation of Joint Committees of our
Panchayats these Joint Committees may well funetion as the units
for the purpose of health as fdr other purpeses. The Village Pancha-
vats may be local committees and the village population the Health
Leagne membership and the werk of Health and Sanitation may well
be carried on on the linesof the successful units of the United Provin-
ees until such time as Joint Committees are formed. Step must be
taken to hasten their advent at and when members of their staff are
available. The Inspector of Local Boards may choose such individual
Panchayats as have the necessary facilities and instruet that swoh
Panchayats may definitely lay down annual programmes of health
and carry them out in order. He may also address the Health
Department and get them to send their Loeal Health Staff to attend
the meetings of Panchayats to give them technical advioe. We
hope this suggestion will receive due consideration.
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